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To the READER. 


A F TER fo many fabulous publicati- 
ons, purpoſely calculated to hide or miſ- 
repreſent matters of fact, nothing could 
induce the editor of the foregoing and fol- 
lowing letters to let them looſe, but that 
duty by which every honeſt man is, or 
ought to be bound, to detect vice, hither- 
to patronized under the maſk of perſecut- 
ed and injured virtue. The facts ſet forth 
in theſe letters, are warranted to be indiſ- 
putably true; and certain it is, the editor 
would by no means ſtoop to a publication 
of ſuch ſcenes of preconcerted impoſtures, 
and infamy, if the celebrated afre/s of 
theſe very ſcenes had not, by the fourberia 
della ſcena, as (the Italians call it) paſſed for 
what ſhe never was, either born or bred, 
a princeſs, a woman of quality, or a gen- 
tewoman, If ſilent and juſt contempt of 


this woman's ſcurrilities and libels, could 
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poſſibly give or have actually given any 


ble tale — it 18 high time to knock away 


the felons dock, bound by the Ceſtus of 


[ exvi 1 
credit among the public to her incredi- 


the corner ſtone of ſuch credit, by ſhew- 
ing who and what ſhe is, as well as what 
ſhe has been, from the day of her birth, 
down to the time that ſhe herſelf, or ſome 
of her black /atellites, inſulted the public, 
with a curious caricature of her entering 


Venus, and ſurrounded by the Graces. 


Semper ego auditor tantum, 
Nunquamne reponam ? 


LETTER 


ER 


L E T Te 


Mapa, 


A Time will certainly come for the 
diſcovery of truth and juſtice: when the 
actions of individuals ſhall be minutely 
canvaſſed, and diveſted of the maſk of 
hypocriſy. How will you and your col- 
league be able to abide the rigour of ſuch 
an inquiſition, or to ſtand the judgment 
of that day? Your heads and hearts will 
be weighed in the ſcales of impartial juſtice :; 
and it ſhall then appear that the principles 
of truth and equity have been ſometimes 


overbalanced by the paſſions and prej u- 


dices of the human mind. Zut this mode 
of reaſoning, may be too grave and ſolemn 
for the preſent plan: we will therefore 


proceed with our narrative. | 
F2 Dark 
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Dark and eccentric as the windings of 


our heroine confeſſedly are, yet we are 
enabled to trace her from the meridian at 
the Temple to Meard's court in Dean 
ſtreet Soho, as the next place of abode. 
Here ſhe had a promiſcuous levy, and a 
great variety of viſitors, of * Jews as 
well as Heretics. You muſt perfectly re- 
member theſe lodgings, and how you was 
fruſtrated in a certain ſcheme before you 
could equip yourſelf and in the manner 
concerted for the reception of a noble 
Lord, and of his years remarkable for 
gallantry. 


+ This ridiculous Lord took an officious 
part when your then name was inſerted in 
a bill of divorce; and his conduct on 
the occaſion hath tarniſhed the luſtre and 
' honour of a reſpectable body. Perhaps 
you had apprized him of your own diſ- 
grace, and by your entreaties prevailed 
on his dotage to ſtand forth in behalf of 

a foul 


+ Id. F 


* 
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a foul adultreſs, to obſtruct the regular 
adminiſtration of juſtice and the uſual 
forms of buſineſs. This is an heavy charge 


againſt any individual member of the com- 
munity; but much more ſo when it is ap- 
plied as a matter of fact to the conduct 
of an honourable member of the legiſ- 


lature in his public capacity. If the per- 


ſonage alluded to is really actuated by the 
pure principles of honour and honeſty, he 
ought to make an immediate compenſa- 


tion to the injured party. 


You, Madam, will one day appear in 


very extraordinary colours. About this 


time of intrigue in Meard's court, you 
and your colleague carried on the moſt 
ſcandalous correſpondence, and had three 
different lodgings for the purpoſes of riot 


and proſtitution. We ſhall purpoſely 


wave the recital of many particulars, tho 
ſtrictly true; being ſatisfied they would 
have but little weight either with the beau 
monde or the canaille. — Beſides the apart- 
ments at Mr. Morman's, there was another 
at Mrs. Maiden's in Air ſtreet Piccadilly, 
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kept at a joint expence; and a third at 
the white houſe in Warwick ſtreet ſepa- 
rately for yourſelf. It was at this houſe, 
that the ſervant who gave evidence the 


other day“ before an auguſt aſſembly, 
ſaw you in bed with one of your lovers 


when ſhe brought him the cap, and 
where you paſſed for a long time under 
the feigned name of Mrs. Read. The 


many infamous tranſactions carried on at 


theſe different lodgings tranſcend human 
conception, and are almoſt incredible, 
were they not well authenticated and have 


been duly atteſted. 


At this period you and your colleague 
lived on amicable terms, and treated one 
another with ſeeming cordiality and po- 
liteneſs; except a little coolneſs now and 
then on account of your different para- 
mours, and ſometimes a ſlight quarrel oc- 
caſioned by a fit of jealouſy : more par- 
ticularly, when a ferious diſpute aroſe 


which had the prettieſt bed-fellow at 


French 


When Mr. Jenkins's divorce bill paſſed. 


[ 121 J 
French George's houſe in Leiceſter fields. 


It is neither repugnant to truth nor a bold 


aſſertion, here to affirm once for all, that 
there never exiſted in any part of the 
globe two fuch abandoned wives as you 


and your colleague. Ye are the diſgrace 


of the preſent age, and will be the de- 
teſtation of poſterity. 


Perhaps, this joint deſcription may not 
be ſtrictly regular, or conformable to the 
plan of our narrative : but as you and 
our heroine have gone on, as it were, 
hand in hand together — ſome anecdotes 
of the counterpart may be acceptable as 
well as neceſſary to illuſtrate the ſeveral 
facts. For a ſcheme may probably have 
been formed by one of you, improved 
by the other, and ſtill further heightened 
by an happy coalition of fentiment in 
both: as fire is ſtruck out by a mutual 
colliſion of flint and ſteel, And it would 
be no loſs to the public or to the peace of 
individuals, if providence ſhould fo order 
matters, that both of you ſhould make 
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your exit together at a certain place, where 


better and more uſeful ſubjects have ex- 
hibited. 


But before ye are thus diſpoſed of, it 
may not be improper to remind you of 
the reſpectable perſons who waited on you 
at the ſeveral lodgings. Sullivan, White, 


Kildare and Caton — in a word, a gang 
of the moſt notorious pimps were con- 
ſtantly in pay, and caterers to your pro- 


fligacy and pleaſures. Although the re- 
venues derived from a free trade and a 


promiſcuous commerce with various cuſ- 
tomers were. very conſiderable; yet on 


balancing accounts, it is ſaid on good 


grounds, that the above gentry ran away 


with all the profits, conſidering the hiring 
cloaths, poundage and other expenſive 
circumſtances. 


At a time when all wiſe heads are con- 
ſidering the ways and means to raiſe taxes 
that may prove the leaſt oppreſſive to in- 


digence, and the moſt effectually reſtric- 
tive of luxury, it is a matter of ſurprize 


that 


re 


wt 08 


' peries into this kingdom 


{7} 


| | that ſome able financier has not ſtumbled 


on a mode of levying a tax on theſe 
vermine, the peſts of ſociety and a nui- 
ſance to all ſocial virtues or domeſtic hap- 
pineſs. 


At the preſent critical juncture of af- 
fairs, if an abſolute prohibition be im- 
practicable, would it be unreaſonable that 
an heavy duty ſhould be laid on the im- 
portation of French faſhions and fop- 
on French 
cooks, valets de chambre, milliners and 
friſſeurs — upon rouge and carmine — on 
all Bagnios, French- wine-houſes, and on 
all places of public intrigue, and the 
more retired ones of private reſort ? 


There are many other particulars in 
the faſhionable world; which might be 
turned in the ſame manner to public utility 
at this alarming criſis. A tax on licen- 
tious wives, for example — who are now q 
ſo very numerous, that there is no doubt 
but a duty properly levied on them would 
greatly contribute to the maintenance of 
the widows of our ſoldiers and ſailors, who 
F5 have 
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have fallen in the preſent conteſt with the — 

American colonies, or may happen to be — 

killed in the ſervice of our ſovereign be- tl 

fore theſe differences ſhall ſucceſsfully ter- n 
minate or be-happily accomodated. p 

5 


And we humbly preſume to ſuggeſt in 
addition to this plan, and to make vice 
and folly further contribute to the exi- 
gencies of national affairs, that Mefſits. 
White, Kildare, and the reſt of the frater- 
nity of pimps, retained as caterers to the 
voluptuous and libertines of the age, 
s ſhould enter all the Hacks in their ſervice 
| at an office to be immediately eſtabliſhed 
| for this purpoſe. 


Finally, we recommend that all mar- 
ried women, whether of ſuſpicious cha- 
| raters or thoſe legally divorced, ſhould 
be properly marked and numbered like 
the hackney-coaches ; eſpecially that the 
two Duennas who are the more immediate 
objects of this narrative, may be diſtin- 
guiſhed by a conſpicuous appointment, 


adequate to their merit t and public ſervices. 
—And 


t- 18 7 


—And that our plan is neither impracti- 
cable nor chimerical, we could refer to 
the truth of hiſtory and precedents on ſi- 


e- 

er- milar conjunctures: eſpecially of a queen 
of France who abſolutely adopted the very 
ſcheme with ſucceſs, and at a very alarm- 

* ing criſis of public affairs. 

ce 


LETTER 


1 7 
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MAD AM, 


\ ARiovus and manifold are the ridicu- 
lous ſhifts to which the extravagant part 


of mankind are ſometimes reduced. When 


the certain ſupplies of a regular income 
are exhauſted, they are obliged to caſt 


about for ready caſh, and ſet their own 


Ingenuity to work, in order to deviſe 
means of repairing their finances. 


Such attempts to enlarge their reve- 


nues, have frequently driven perſons en- 


dowed with a /ublimity of ſoul added to 4 
refinement of ſentiment, into very uncom- 
mon undertaking: They have ſent wo- 
men of delicate feelings to unlawful aſſem- 
blies, to the dirty haunts of mercenary 
pimps, and ſometimes to the pawn- 
broker's ſhop. Such the fate, and ſuch 
has been the caſe of our heroine! it is un- 


_ deniable, that the honeſt and induſtrious 


are 


F 


ſtance, that the rules of biography oblige 


1 1 


are ſometi mes forced to ſupply their ne- 
ceſſities by ſuch methods: but on a ſtrict 
enquiry it will appear, that the ſeveral 
articles in our miſcellaneous ware-houſes 
and repoſitories, are the property of the 
idle and infamous among the vulgar, or 
the prodigal and luxurious among the 
great. | 


Though our heroine had ſeveral good 
cuſtomers at her lodgings in Meard's 
Court, yet from an unbounded extrava- 
gance, or the want of economy, her 
finances at intervals were exceedingly 
ſcanty. Conſidering the immenſe ſums 
of money received from occaſional viſitors, 


or extorted from rich Iſraelites, it is truly 
aſtoniſhing, where, and how the whole 


could be applied or expended. Perhaps, a 
princely revenue would not ſuffice for the 
prodigalities of an abandoned woman. 
Cleopatra may ſerve as an inſtance among 
the antients, as well as Mrs. Rudd in mo- 
dern times. It is a diſagreeable circum- 
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us to collect ſome trifling particulars, a nd 
to relate diſtreſsful occurrences. 


At theſe lodgings in Meard's Court, not- 
withſtanding the moſt plauſible appear- 
ances, even * Muller the Friſſeur, has fre- 
quently ſupplied our heroine with the loan 
of two or three guineas at a time; and one 
Robinſon, a Taylor, who lived in the ſame 
court, would not part with a ſuit of live- 
ry, which ſhe had beſpoke for a ſervant, 
till he ſhould receive the money, or ſuf- 
ficient ſecurity. Knowing the honeft fame 
of his employer, he was determined not 
to be a dupe to promiſes and plauſible pre- 
tences. How could a tradeſman have the 
effrontery to be thus uncivil to the ſoftneſs 
of the ſex, or affront a lady of ſuch deli- 
cate feelings 


Hence, Muller the Hair-dreſſer was pre- 
vailed upon to give his note for the cloaths, 
to the taylor; and to carry letters for our 
heroine when deſtitute of caſh to a certain 

| Jew, 


Mr. Muller now lives at No. 10, Great Ruſſel 
| Street. 


1 18:1 
Jew, who then lived in York Buildings. 
When this obliging tradeſman waited on 


her the next time, in the way of his pro- 


feſſion, he has ſeen plenty of money in 
conſequence of the application to the amo- 
rous Levite. — But Mr. Muller on a time 
was requeſted to pawn a diamond ring, 
which he did for ſeven guineas; this mo- 
ney being in immediate requeſt, was de- 
livered to Mrs. Rudd, but for particular 
reaſons, he kept the pawnbroker's card. 


The lady ſoon wanted this favourite 


ring, or at leaſt the name and particulars ' 


of the pawnbroker where it was lodged. 
Muller begged to be excuſed, till he 
ſhould be paid his bill, and the contents 


of his own note of hand, which he had 


now been obliged to take up from Robin- 


fon the taylor. Muller could by no means 


get this money, tho' he received many 
polite apologies, till the month of No- 


vember, 14170, when he gave up the 


pawnbroker's memorandum of the ring, 
and was paid his bill at the Cardigan Ta- 
vern, Charing Croſs. The perſon who 

| _ adjuſted 
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33 
adjuſted this buſineſs with Muller, is now 
no more; — he was led to the final goal 
of unpitied ignominy, by the arts and vil- 
lainy of : a deſtructive ſyren. 


But here we muſt not omit an anecdote; 
or to inform the public, that Mr. Garret 
Burton was a principal actor in the Drama 
at Meard's Court, and in the train of our 
| heroine's admirers. This infatuated per- 
ſon, laviſhed more treaſure and endear- 
ments on our heroine's perſon, than either 
his circumſtances or conſtitution would 
well allow — This Gentleman by the inte- 
reſt of a royal Duke, and on certain ſtipu- 
lations, was made collector of the cuſtoms 
at Dominica — an appointment with a very 
conſiderable revenue. But this unfortu- 
nate man, like many more, had contract- 
ed a diſtemper from too cloſe an attach- 
ment to the charms of Mrs. Rudd, and 
which baMed the ſkill of the faculty, as 
well as the powers of medicine. When 
government being under the neceſſity of 
ordering him to embark for the place of 

his 


his 


nul 
unt 


ſex 


© 
his appointment, alas lin his route to Ply- 
mouth, he died — a martyr. 


What a multitude of ſins will fall to the 
ſhare of a certain female! — and what a 
number of uſeful ſubjects have come to an 
untimely cataſtrophe, from an intimacy 


with the moſt artful and abandoned of the * _ 


2 


ſex! 
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LETTER XXII. 


MAD AM, 


F ROM Mr. Morman's, in Meard's 
Court, our heroine removed to Mrs. John- 
ſon's, in Hollen Street, and where for rea- 
ſons beſt known to herſelf, ſhe aſſumed the 


name of Gore, This lady was peculiarly _ 


dexterous in ſhifting her quarters, and no 
leſs ſo in aſſuming a great variety of names. 
Here ſhe carried on a correſpondence with 
many perſons of affluent circumſtances; 
eſpecially with her old friend the Iſraelite, 
and a noble Nabob of immenſe wealth. 


This king of Nabobs, has the credit of 
being a great benefactor to our heroine, 
tho' he did not long ſurvive the period of 
her acquaintance. For ſoon after the com- 


mencement of an intimacy with Mrs. Gore, 


he was ſeized by a faſhionable paroxiſm, 


and took his voyage for the Cape of Good 


Hope. It is affirmed by perſons of good 
| information 


L 133 ] | 
information and veracity, that this Afiatic 
plunderer allowed our heroine at this pe- 
riod, eight hundred poundsa year, for the 
fake of a tete- a- tète party now and then; 
and it is alſo affirmed, that the pretended 
legacy paid by the truſtee, could come 
from no other quarter. It might be ſo, 
for aught we know to the contrary, 


During theſe lucrative connexions Mrs. 
Gore, as ſhe was called at preſent, was en- 
abled to figure in high life, appeared with 
that eclat and ſplendour fo pleaſing to her 
own wiſhes, as well as flattering to female 


vanity. Proſperity ſeemed now the por- 


tion of her better days — for ſhe had rich 
cloaths, kept an equipage with many at- 
tendants arrayed in coſtly livery; and ſhe 
was withal poſſeſſed of jewels and fantaſti- 
cal trinkets in abundance. 


It was at this houſe, and under theſe pe- 
culiar circumſtances, that an old acquaint- 
ance, as mentioned in a preceding letter, 
was forced to ſend repeated meſſages for 


charity, and to apprize her of his poverty. 
It 
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11 was at this time, that the moſt diſtreſſed 


of huſbands, being returned from abroad, 
and in daily want of the common neceſſa- 
ries of life, made application by different 
perſons for ſome relief to his urgent neceſ- 
ſities. Meeting with no redreſs from this 


mode of ſupplication, and being well aſ- 


ſured that his wife revelled in ſcenes of 
plenty and voluptuouſneſs, he one day per- 
ſonally repaired to the place of her abode, 
and exhibited a ſcene of uncommon po- 


verty and diſtreſs. Vet all this availed him 


nothing. The moſt deplorable object in 
nature, could not extort a grain of charity 


or one tear of pity from the moſt unchari- 


table wife. Being at length threatened 
with a conſtable, a poor ſtarving huſband 
was heard to depart with this artleſs com- 
plaint, or words to this effect. 


« O! Peggy, Peggy, you have now for- 
got that I ſent you back to your grandmo- 
ther at Lurgan, and ſcrupulouſly forbore 
to take any advantage of your youth, or of 


your attachment to me, notwithſtanding 


you followed me twenty miles. You have 
alſo 


1 

alſo forgot that I married you in an un- 
guarded hour — that I have ſold my patri- 
mony, and expended my all to pay your 
debts, and indulge your prodigalities. 
That I have been always partial to your 
levities. and extravagance; and there are 
many perſons who can teſtify how tender 
and affectionate my behaviour to you has 1 
proved, and that I could have kiſſed the 
ground whereon you trod. Surely! I me- Þ 
rit better treatment at your hands, in this 
my deep diſtreſs, Oh! moſt ungrateful of 
women!” — This is an artleſs tale, as well a 
as a matter of fact, and what Mrs. Wright⸗ g 
ſon of Buckingham Court and others are 
ready to teſtify. 


As Mr. Rudd bears an intereſting part 
through the whole of this narrative, and 
ſeveral particulars have been already men- 
tioned relative to this unfortunate huſband, 
it may not be improper to introduce him 
once more upon the ſtage. Soon after the 
ſkirmiſh and final ſeparation in Park Street, 
and to avoid the conſequences of his wife's 
e | {wearing 
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ſwearing the peace againſt him, this perſe- 
cuted man went to France, and continued 
there as long as it was poſſible to ſubſiſt. 
Being in a ſtrange land without friends or 
credit, he was forced to return pennyleſs 
to England, as well as he could and in the 
utmoſt diſtreſs. As ſoon as he reached the 


metropolis, he repaired to his old quarters 
in the verge of the court, half-ſtarved, and 


in a ragged condition. 


Thus circumſtanced, he begged charity 


of his former friends and acquaintance 


and had it not been for their humanity, 
and the kindneſs of his landlady, who al- 
lowed him the run of the kitchen, and a 


bed in the garret, he muſt inevitably have 


periſhed in the ſtreets. It wasat this junc- 
ture, and from this place that he made ap- 
plications to his wife for ſome temporary 


relief. At laſt, by the benevolence of 


friends, and his relations at St. Alban's, he 


was equipped and embarked for Ireland 


on the 25th of May, 1171 : and was alive 


at Dublin, {ance the detection of the for- 


geries 


1 
geries by his wife and her colleagues, as 
we ſhall ſee by and bye, and notwithſtand- 
ing the oath which Mrs. Rudd took before 
the Juſtices at Hicks's Hall, that ſhe was 
a widow, | 
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MapaM, 


M ATRIMONY has long been treated by 


the faſhionable part of the world as a vul- 
gar error. Several perſons have a right to 


_ diſclaim, or at leaſt to lament the engage- 


ment from the conduct of our modern 
wives: but no one ought with more juſ- 
tice to concur in this opinion than the un- 
fortunate huſband ſo immediately connect- 
ed with the thread of this narrative. Re- 


cent accounts of his miſery and afflictions | 


will ſerve to illuſtrate the truth of this ob- 
ſervation ; and with which we ſhall cloſe 
this letter, and bid a final adieu to this per- 
ſecuted man. 


Modern wedlock, as an ingenious au- 
thor ſomewhere remarks, may be rather 
ſaid to divide than unite : or at leaſt, if ma- 


trimony ever brings folks together, eſpeci- 


ally 
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ally in the beau-monde, it is, only to ſepa- 
rate them the more effeCtually. 


To ſpeak philoſophically, and according 
to the principles of action and re- action, 
where two bodies are drawn together by 
a violent attraction, they immediately fly 


off, and are driven back again from each 
other, by the principles of repulſion. This 


is often and too generally the caſe in a 
ſtate of matrimony 


To exemplify theſe reflections, we need 
only to advert and inveſtigate the genteel 
walks in life, where the behaviour of indi- 
viduals will certainly prove that marriage 
is the moſt effectual method to keep two 
perſons aſunder; and rhat it is altogether 
impolite for man and wife ever to be ſeen 
together in public, few inſtances except- 
ed, 


Hence genteel couples, if report may be 
credited, have ſeparate amuſements, pay 
ſeparate viſits, keep ſeparate company, lie 
in ſeparate beds, and are ſeldom ſeen toge- 
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ther, except at a maſquerade or at bag. 


nios by accident and in diſguiſe. The ex- 
ample of ſuperiors has a powerful influ- 
ence on the behaviour of the vulgar and 


on thoſe of inferior degree. No doubt but 


our heroine had ambition to imitate the 
higheſt and the moſt abandoned charac- 
ters. The love of tame governs our acti- 
ons more univerſally than any other paſſi- 


on. All the reſt drop off, but this runs. 


through our whole lives. So much 
for matrimony and modern wives. 


Our heroine depoſed on oath before the 


magiſtrates, that Daniel Perreau compel- 
led her to forge the Bond, and to ſign the 
name of Vm. Adair. We will not pre- 
tend to determine what degree of credit 
is due to this evidence of the principal: 
But we cannot forbear to take notice of 
another bold and very extraordinary ſtep, 
Mrs. Rudd ſwore before the juſtices at 
Hickes's Hall, that the was a widow. Au- 
| thentic accounts from Dublin of later date, 
and now with the editor, evince the con- 
trary. 

A letter 


An 
expre 
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at this 


deſire 
back\ 
loade: 
cloatl 
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ſuch 
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A letter of Auguſt 1775 from a perſon 

of character and veracity, runs thus 
« No man can paint the miſery of Mr. 
Rudd's ſituation. In a back garret, three 
ſtories high, and at preſent confined to his 
room. A. great deal of addreſs was made 
uſe of to render him communicative. He 
not only declared himſelf to be the identi- 
cal perſon, but gave a writing ſpecifying 
his marriage; that her maiden name was 
Margaret Youngſon, Caroline being only 
fictitious.“ 


Another of October 1775 has theſe very 
expreſſions : © The pecuhar circumſtances 
of ſickneſs, poverty and miſery, which that 
unfortunate perſon Lieutenant Rudd- at 
preſent labours under, render it impoſſible 
at this time to procure the information you 
deſire. He lies in a two pair ſtairs room 
backward, in the moſt abject condition, 
loaded with filthy rags deſigned as bed- 
cloaths, covered with vermin. His perſon  . 
all ſqualid and foul, and the apartment of 
ſuch a putrid ſmell that it was impoſſible _ 
to remain there.” 


Gu Another 
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Another letter from this very deplor- 
able huſband of March 1776, and ſigned 
Val. Rudd, to Mr. Wrightſon, married to 
Mrs. Kennedy, of Buckingham court, is 
corroborative of all the reſt. 


« Pleaſe. to make my compliments to 
Mrs. Wrightſon ; and the reaſon of my not 
ſending to her, I was told the money would 
be paid, and not to delay one moment for 
fear of accidents. When I came to Ireland 
I found I had Mrs. Rudd's friends to com- 
bat with. I ſhall be much obliged to you 
if you will find out Mrs. Rudd, and tell my 
ſituation is beyond deſcription moſt miſe- 
rable, having not ſo much as a ſecond ſhirt 
to my back; and for want of neceſſaries 
and proper nouriſhment is ſwarming with 
vermin. Her uncle defrauded me of the 
eftate, and my half pay is in arrears. [ 
have been robbed, cheated and perſecuted 
from place to place where-ever I have been. 
Let her conduct be what it will I defire 


not to make it public to the world: ſhew 


her this letter.“ 


This 
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This letter was directed to Mrs. Wright- 


ſon's huſband; and concludes with this 


poſtſcript : © If I cannot get caſh to bring 
me to England, I muſt beg my way, for 
here I will not ſtay : the treatment I have 
met with is murder and robbery.” 


Theſe authentic accounts need no com- 


ment how Mrs. Rudd could {wear that ſhe. 


was a Widow However, we cannot 
with-hold a tear of pity for the ſituation 
and afflictions of an unfortunate huſband ; 
and ſincerely wiſh that ſuch another wife 
may never exiſt in this or any other coun- 


try. 
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Ir was at the houſe of Mrs. Johnſon, 
in Hollen Street, that the unfortunate 
Daniel Perreau became acquainted with 
Mrs. Gore, alias Rudd. Hence more ſeri- 
ous and intereſting ſcenes occur. The 
day following the firſt interview, this ex- 
traordinary pair agreed to go to the Maſ- 
querade, on the 26th of April, 1770; and 
appeared in the ſcenery of lively and at- 
tractive figures. When their ſpirits were 
quite exhauſted with the fatigues and ce- 
remonies of the place, they adjourned to 
a certain retreat in Leiceſter Fields, always 
| OED for the reception of both ſexes. 


The one was dreſſed for the Maſque- 
rade as night and day; the other as lfe 
and death. This ſcene was the foundati- 
on of that attachment which brought Ie 


and death to the final goal of unpitied 1g- 
nominy. 


LF 0 
nominy. And no doubt but ht unerring 
power who fees the propriety of all events, 


will one day bring his counterpart night and 


day to a ſimilar cataſtrophe. Human ſa- 
gacity ſeems to deplore that two perſons 
united by ſo many endearing 'ties, by 
kindred inclinations, by adventures not 
totally diſſimilar, and by obligations ſo ge- 
nerouſly conferred, ſhould not quit the 
fame ſtage together. 


It would have been fortunate for Daniel 
Perreau and family, had he declined all 
further connexion with Mrs. Gore, when 
he perceived the embaraſſed ſtate of her 
finances. — Notwithſtanding the ſeveral 
friends and cuſtomers who waited on her 
at this houſe, previous to any knowledge 
of Perreau — notwithſtanding the frequent 
viſits from rich Jews and Nabobs, and the 
great eclat and fplendour of appearance; 
yet our heroine's circumſtances at this pe- 


riod were rather perplexed and neceſſitous. 


Perreau, ſoon after the commencement of 
his acquaintance with Mrs. Gore, found 
her one day arreſted for ſixty pounds, at 
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the ſuit of Ryder, then a Silk Mercer of 
Coventry Street; and threatened to be 
ſerved in the ſame manner by Smith, Mil- 
liner, for a debt of greater amount. Per- 
reau was juſtly alarmed on account of theſe 
diſagreeable circumftances, and propoſed 
to withdraw himſelf from all future attach- 
ment. However, her arts and faſcinating 
powers overbalanced every prudent re- 
ſolve; and the ſyren prevailed on him 
not only to extricate her from the preſent 
dilemma, and to diſcharge other demands, 
but to be the dupe of future villainy and 
ſcenes of wickedneſs. | 


We do not pretend to exculpate this 
unfortunate man, or to inſiſt on the inno- 
cency of his conduct in ſeveral particulars. 
It is highly probable that he acquieſced 
in many ſchemes of an iniquitous tenden- 
cy, and encouraged her as an uſeful inſtru- 
ment to facilitate his own purpoſes. Such 
1s the voice of probability, tho' it may not 
be that of fact. He muſt have been an 
idiot of the firſt claſs to believe thoſe vague 
and inconſiſtent ſtories, which he hath. 

| publicly 
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publickly acknowledged, or yield them an 
implicit aſſent. A perſon of common 
ſenſe would have ſuſpected ſome fraud and 
deception in ſuch fairy tales; or at leaſt 


inſiſt on an immediate interview with fo 


many friends and benefactors behind the 
curtain. Though the overflowings of gra- 
titude repeatedly preſſed him to make per- 


ſonal acknowledgments for ſuch ſignal 


favours received; yet in this he was con- 
ſtantly prevented by a plauſible excuſe fa- 
bricated by Mrs. Rudd. But this: fact is 


briefly this: 


He was perfectly acquainted with the 
real character of this woman, and the pro- 


fligacy of her conduct. He knew that ſhe 


had lived for feveral years in town, and 
exiſted on the plunder of the public — 
that ſhe had been engaged in various in- 
trigues —and that whatever connexions or 

fortune ſhe might have, were all derived 
from the revenues of her own ingenuity, 


and the advantages of a free trade. Yet 
ſuch a character, however execrable, might 
prove of ſervice to ſome individuals — But 
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here we are furniſhed with an anecdote to 


the purpoſe, and worthy the genius of the 
author. 


A noble * peer came frequently to Mrs, 
Johnſon's, in Hollen Street, and in as 
private a manner as poſlible, to meet a 
married lady on terms of politeneſs and 
good humour. The penetrating genius of 
our heroine ſoon diſcovered the parties as 
well as the buſineſs of their more retired 
moments, In ſhort, ſhe one day had the 
art and effrontery to trace his lordſhip to 
his own houſe — made many apologies for 
giving ſo much trouble — aſſured the no- 


ble Lord, that ſhe was no ſtranger to the 


correſpondence carried on at a certain 
houſe between him and a married lady. 
That the publication of this affair would 
certainly expoſe his lordſhip's character, 
and to the diſagreeable proceſs and incon- 
veniencies of a law-ſuit in Weſtminſter 
Hall. That for her part, ſhe was hearti- 
ly diſpoſed to n. the matter from 


coming 
* Lord P, 
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coming to the knowledge of the public 
— but for ſo important a ſervice, a conſi- 


derable ſum of money was abſolutely neceſſary 
need we add, that Madam fingered 


me caſh ? 
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MAD AM, 


'T ens is no ſcheme, however -infa- 
mous or baſe, which an abandoned wo- 
man wall heſitate to accompliſh ; and it is 
an undoubted fact, that our heroine would 
ſtick at nothing, when in want of money. 
The anecdote in our laſt exemplifies the 
truth of this aſſertion. It is therefore the 
more aſtoniſhing, that men of abilities or 
candour ſhould proſtitute their talents, 
commence advocates for a bad cauſe, and 
endeavour to exculpate an indefenſible 
character. One of theſe champions in a 
laboured pamphlet, replete with falſhood 
and inconſiſtency, has had the effrontery 
to aſſert, that our heroine always lived in 
credit, and in affluent circumſtances; and 
that ſhe was pofleſſed of a large fortune, 

when 


1 

when the connexion commenced with 
Perreau, and which event enabled him in 
the month of May, 1770, to appear with 
_ eclat in the alley. 


But this bold aſſertion is incompatible 
with the line of truth, as well as with the 
ſtate of her finances at that time. For 
Mrs. Gore was then conſiderably in debt, 
and ſeveral actions commenced againſt 
her, at the ſuit of different creditors. It 
was remarked in our laſt, that Perreau 
found her arreſted at this period for a con- 
ſiderable ſum, which he contrived to diſ- 
charge and to extricate her out of ſimilar 
difficulties. How then comes the un- 
guarded author of the pamphlet before 
us, to advance ſuch bare-faced abſurdi- 
ties, or attempt to invalidate the ridiculous 
report that Daniel relieved her at this time ? 
So ſingular an inſtance of falſhood in any 
writer, is ſufficient to cancel all preten- 
ſions to truth and impartiality, or of 
boaſted reference to poſitive facts. Per- 
reau's certificate of bankruptcy might 

2 = 
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be figned, for aught we know, on the 


fourth of May, when the intimacy com- 


menced with Mrs. Gore ; yet ſoon after, 
an Aunt died in Taviſtock Street, and 
left him the ſeaſonable legacy of five 
hundred pounds, and with which he was 
weak enough to diſcharge ſeveral of Mrs. 
Gore's debts. Many inſtances might be 
produced of Mrs. Gore's poverty and 


diſtreſs at the period alluded to; but we 


ſhall confine ourſelves to two facts now 
upon record. - 


It appears by the regiſter at the office 


in Vine Street, Piccadilly, and where we 
refer the curious, that on the third of 
July 1770, Margaret Cockburn, mantua 
maker, ſummoned Margaret Gore of Hol- 
len Street, to the Court of Conſcience, 
for thirty-nine ſhillings, and which was 
paid with the indulgence of a week. 


On the twenty fourth of the ſame 
month and year, James Lacey, - of Story's 
gate, porter, and whom we have mention- 
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ed on former occaſions, ſummoned Mar- 
garet Gore of Hollen Street, for twenty 
three ſhillings, and which the defendant 
paid ina week. Is it probable that a lady 
of fortune and affluent circumſtances 
would be expoſed in this manner for tri- 
fling ſums if poſſeſſed of the power or 
means to prevent it? 


n 
e 


It is readily allowed, that an extraordi- 
nary perſon appeared at our heroine's 
trial, and ſwore that Mrs. Rudd received 
ſixteen thouſand pounds from an unknown 
benefactor ; yet the pretended receipt of 
this conſiderable ſum of money, happened 
a long time ſubſequent to the month in- 
ſiſted on, and by the writer of the pamph- 
let before us. But the evidence of this 
unknown witneſs was ſo vague and inde- 
finite as to carry little or no weight with 
the intelligent part of mankind: and 
would paſs with all for an artful decep- 
tion, or a groſs impoſition, if perfectly 
acquainted with the character and imma- 
culate purity of the witneſs. For Mrs. 

. _ | Night- 
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Nightingale was no leſs a perſon than the 


identical P—-l—y H—s m, a lady 
long verſed in all the hacknied ways of 
— | 


Indeed, there was ſomething peculiarly 
myſterious through the whole of this 
perſon's evidence, and it is remarkable, 
that the counſel for the proſecution with 
all their abilities and chicane, could ex- 
tort no ſatisfaction with regard to ſeveral 
intereſting particulars. When aſked, 
who the perſon was that bequeathed this 
money, ſhe peremptorily refuſed to tell. 
When deſired to name the truſtee, the 
anſwer was that ſhe did not chuſe. When 
the court interfered, and that it would 


be no imputation on the truſtee to tell | 


his name, ſhe declined any reply. When 
interrogated where the witneſs lived, her 
anſwer was altogether evaſive. And yet 
upon the credit and teſtimony of ſuch a 
witneſs the public are to believe that our 
heroine had a competent fortune of ſix- 


teen thouſand pounds, | 
| Such 


„ 

Such evidence may paſs current with 
perſons of a certain complexion — but 
the rational part of the community will 
treat it with ridicule and contempt. In a 
word, the donor and the legacy ſeem to 
have exiſted only in the clouds, 
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MADAM, 


S] UR heroine's ſtay in Hollen Street 
proved longer than uſual for one of her 
eccentric nature and volatile diſpoſition, 
However, in the Autumn 1790, ſhe quit- 
ted this place of abode rather abruptly, 


and removed to Mr. Temple's in Parliament | 


Street, where ſhe aſſumed the name of 
Gratten, widow to a younger brother of 
a Scotch Peer, and at law with the noble 
relations of her deceaſed huſband for a 
very conſiderable annuity, which they 
cruelly refuſed to pay or acknowledge. 
As this ſituation was contiguous to Weſt- 
minſter hall, it ſeemed therefore the more 
commodious for the completion of her 
important buſineſs and purpoſes. 


There is ſcarcely a corner of the town, 


but what has been at intervals the ſcene 
| 2 of 
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of our heroine's reſidence or intrigues : 
and it is evident that ſhe was peculiarly 
dexterous in aſſuming a variety of cha- 
racters, as it beſt ſuited her ſchemes, and 
the urgency of the moment. Here ſhe 
was viſited by ſeveral perſons of the law, 
and of the firſt eminence in their profeſſion. 
About the Chriſtmas following, Perreau 
uſhered her as Mrs. Gore to his houſe in 
Pall Mall Court, and claimed an exclu- 


ſive property. But it is much doubted 


whether ſhe proved ſo remarkable for fi- 
delity and attachment to his perſon, as he 
might fondly imagine or pretend. 


It is highly probable, that the repeated 


ſums of money which cauſed effuſions of 


gratitude to certain benefactors, were 


merely the revenues of her own inge- 
nuity, and the advantages of a free trade. 
However, be that as it may, ſhe was 


at this time in a ſtate of pregnancy, and 


conſequently the more deſerving his no- 


tice, kindneſs and protection. Perhaps 


this circumſtance operated on his affection 
ſtrongly, 
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ftrongly, and introduced her to his own 
houſe much ſooner than he intended. 


When ſhe lodged in Meard's Court, 
and antecedent to any aquaintance with 
Perreau, our heroine was intimately con- 


nected with a certain * [ſraelite, reputed 


to be very rich — and there is no doubt 
but that a correſpondence ſubſiſted with 
this amorous Levite, during the whole 
time of her living with Perreau. If this 
ſon of Iſrael may be credited on his own 
repeated declarations, he expended im- 
menſe treaſures on Mrs. Gore, or accord- 


ing to his own phraſe, on his dear Lady 


Caroline. 


A woman of conſummate art and cun- 
ning may be able to impoſe on the moſt 


knowing and experienced gallants — and 


it is an undoubted fact, that our heroine 
once paſſed for her own ſiſter in the arms 
of this accuſtomed lover. Moreover, ſhe 
has paſſed with this old dotard for four 

| different 
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different women of quality, and corre- 


ſponded in as many different hand-writ- 
ings ; and the more effeCtually to carry on 
the deception, would ſometimes vary the 


colour of her hair and eye brows, as the 


ſcheme or occaſion might require. 


This amorous Jew was once at Paris, 


when Perreau and his lady ſpent ſome time 


at that gay metropolis. Here, the genius 
of our heroine ſo contrived matters, as 


to have connexions with her old acquain- 


tance, and in the character of a French 
Counteſs. When returned to England, 
and the ſame lady called at his houſe in 
York Buildings, the ſervant perfectly re- 


collecting to have ſeen her at Paris, one 
day tells his maſter, that this lady Caro- 


line, was the very Counteſs he had at 
Paris. To which the Iſraelite vehemently 


replied, You fool, this lady who called to 
day, is my dear Lady Caroline, . Caro- 


line Gore. 


It was hinted in a former letter, that 
Perreau was acquainted with the real cha- 
; racter 
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racer of our heroine, and probably ac- 


quieſced in many projects of an iniquitous 


tendency, in order to accompliſh his own 
purpoſes. It is certain that he was no 
ſtranger to the connexion with this rich 
Jew, long before he admitted her into his 
own houſe; and it 1s highly probable, 
that he tacitly connived at this lucrative 
trade with Jews and others. Two facts 


will illuſtrate this ſuppoſition. 


Soon after Mrs. Gore came to live in 


the ſame houſe with Perreau, ſhe uſed 


frequently to go abroad and viſit her 
friends. During theſe excurſions, Per- 
reau intercepted a letter to his nominal 
wife, from the amorous Iſraelite. This 
circumſtance occaſioned an interview 
and eclairciſſement between them. The 
ſcheme it ſeems, was to bully the Few 
out of a ſum of money, or plague him 
with an action for criminal converſation. 
But the Iſraelite reſented this inſult as a 
man of honour, and a challenge enſued. 


* he Ac to Hyde Park, 


with 


[ 161 ] 
with a French Officer for his ſecond ; but 
the pretended huſband never met them. 


Being diſappointed in this ſcheme, ano- 
ther proved more ſucceſsful. An action 
was now threatened in the name, and at 
the ſuit of the real huſband. The cre- 
dulous Iſraelite was greatly alarmed ; and 
he gave madam a conſiderable ſum of 
money, to ſtop the intended proſecution. 


LETTER 


Ta, 
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MaDam, 


In confirmation of the particulars ad- 
vanced in our laſt, of the Iſraelite's cre- 
dulity, our heroine had recourſe to freſh 
ſtratagems for ſupplies, and to fleece him 
of caſh. He was no ſtranger to her grow- 
ing ſituation; for as ſoon as Mrs. Gore 
found herſelf with child, ſhe perſuaded 
this old dotard that he was the father, not- 
withſtanding the intimacy with Daniel 
Perreau, When drawing near the time of 


delivery, ſhe apprized him of the ap- | 


proaching event, and prevailed to have an 
apartment neatly furniſhed for the recep- 
tion of herſelf and the innocent ſtranger. 
Accordingly, directions were given to an 
Upholſterer in St. Paul's Church Yard, for 


_ furniſhing an apartment at Mrs. Johnſon's, 


and in the moſt ſplendid and elegant man- 


Der. 


Perreau 


puns UDP 
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Perreau was privy to all theſe proceed- 
ings; and conſidering that he had then a 


houſe of his own, where his reputed wife 


might have been accommodated with pri- 


vacy and comfort, there is no other way 


of accounting for his acquieſcence in this 


manner, but for an artful deception on 


the amorous Jew. The old woman, the 
uſual appellation beſtowed by our heroine 


on this infatuated Iſraelite, was very at- 
tentive to her preſent condition, and gave 


daily attendance at theſe private lodgings, 
and with impatience waited for the joyful 
event. On the goth of July, 1771, 2 
meſſenger was diſpatched with an account 
that the lady was brought to bed; and on 
the receipt of this welcome news, the old 
woman ſeemed highly pleaſed, and gave 
James the chairman a very handſome gra- 


tuity for his trouble. But on going to ſee 
the child, was made to believe that the 


babe was ſent to a great perſonage's nur- 
ſery — which extremely mortified the cre- 
dulous Iſraelite, cauſed much uneaſineſs, 
and made him to diſtil tears in abun- 
dance. 


Vol. II. H 


However 


393 
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However ridiculous or improbable this 
account may appear, yet it is ſtrictly true, 
and atteſted by many living witneſſes, It 
would be improper to. protract our narra- 
tive by tracing the numerous tricks and 
fairy tales impoſed on this credulous old 
dotard, by the moſt artful of her ſex. 
Suffice it therefore to produce an inſtance 
or two. | | 


Our heroine on a time pretended that 
ſhe was weary of her way of life, and 
wiſhed to retire into a convent in France. 
Painful as ſych a reſolution might be to 
her enamorats, or the conſideration of loſing 
his dear lady Caroline; yet he could not 
withſtand her wiſhes and importunities. 
For this purpoſe the Jew gave her a con- 
ſiderable ſum of money, but inſtead of 
going into a convent in France, ſhe made 
an excurſion into Scotland, and from 
thence forwarded many letters as coming 
from the place of her confinement. At 
length ſhe acquainted him in a very pathe- 
tic letter, that her preſent fituation was 
melancholy ; that ſhe was miſerable with- 


OUL 
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out him, and could not bear being abſent 
: from him any longer. This occaſioned a a 


? ſpeedy remittance, and oyr heroine re- 
- HW turned to England. 


Another time ſhe wanted to go to Ire- 
land on urgent buſineſs, and to viſit ſome 
of her noble relations. The Iſraelite with 
his uſual bounty equipped her in an ele- 
gant manner, and fit to appear at any 
court in Europe; loaded his dear lady 
Caroline with jewels, and even lent her a 
favourite box of diamonds that were his 
wife's. It is ſuppoſed that theſe diamonds 
were of great value; and it 1s certain that 
the owner never ſaw them again. For in 
conveying the box eut of the ſhip into a boat, 
it unluckily fell overboard and was laſt for 
ever! 


3 


'm It is incredible what a variety of impo- 
15 MF fitions was played on this old dotard, by 
At an artful woman. The generous donati- 
le- ons from Meſſrs. Adairs, a few caſual bene- 
as factions excepted, could come from no 
th- other quarter, but from this plundered 


out may and 


[ 166 J 
and deluded Jew — His own confeſſion is 
wavering, and ſometimes contradictory, 
To madam Moriencourt, and others, he 
has declared that from authentic minutes, 
it appears, that he expended fifty thouſand 
pounds on his dear lady Caroline; but if 
he applied the tenth part of ſuch an enor- 
mous ſum on ſuch an object, and for ſuch 
| purpoſes, he ought to be ſtigmatiſed for 
his folly and credulity. 


There are many perſons who remember 
this Iſraelite living in credit and great af- 
fluence; and there are others who have | 
been greatly aſtoniſhed at ſo ſudden a re- | 
| verſe of fortune. Thus then is the riddle * 
diſſolved — Mrs. Rudd was the cauſe of his 
ruin. The correſpondence which ſubſiſted 
between this extraordinary pair 1s curious 
enough ; but neither edifying nor correct. 
Send me fifty pounds, or you do not ſee 
me to-morrow.” Another card from our 
heroine is thus expreſſed. * Sir, I am in 
want of fifty pounds—the queſtion is, whe- 
ther you will or will not, ſend it me. Send 


it me to-day, and I ſee you to-morrow.” 
LETTER 
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III box of diamonds was not the laſt 
valuable preſent which our heroine artfully 
extorted from the old woman. Having oc- 
caſion one day to viſit a great perſonage, 
and her own dear child, ſhe was in imme- 
diate want of a rich necklace and ſome 
other articles, Accordingly a necklace 
was bought; but returned in a few days as 
not ſufficiently ſuperb, or anſwerable to the 
wiſhes of the great perſonage. Upon this, 
the credulous Iſraelite repaired to a capital 
jeweller, and had it altered in ſuch a man- 
ner, as could not fail of giving entire ſatis- 
faction. No doubt, but our heroine is poſ- 
ſeſſed of faſcinating powers; or elſe has had 
the ſingular good fortune of meeting only 
with fools and idiots for her cullies. Who, 


or what perſon of common ſenſe could be- 


lieve the following tale ? 
H 3 Our 
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Our heroine one day told the plunder- 
ed Jew, that in compliance with his repeat- 
ed ſolicitations, ſhe was at length reſolved 
to aſk a great perſonage's leave to marry 
him, ſince ſhe could not be happy with any 
other man, and notwithſtanding the great 
degradation to herſelf and family by ſuch 
an alliance. Theſe aſſurances were high- 
ly pleaſing, and he entreated that no time 
| ſhould be loft in making the neceſſary ap- 
plication, and to ſolicit hat conſent which 
Was to determine his fate. He remained 
for ſome days in a ſtate of the utmoſt anxi- 
ety and deſpondency; he was tortured 
with the pangs of hopeleſs love. 


However, his drooping ſpirits were at 


laſt revived, and he received the pleaſing 


account, that ſince his happineſs-entirely 
depended on the wiſhed for match, the 
great perſonage could not refuſe her con- 


ſent. And to remove every ſuſpicion of | 


deceit, or objection to the happy union, he 
was deſired to come to court on the enſu- 
ing Sunday, and the great perſonage would 

e nod 
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nod fmiles of approbation. The amorous 
Jew obeyed the ſummons, and conceived 
that the many nods conferred on others, 
were graciouſly intended for himſelf, and 
was thoroughly ſatisfied of the truth. This 
artful ſcheme, and ſo well concerted, pro- 
duced a large fum towards buying all the 
neceſſaries for the celebration of their nup- 
tials; and alſo a very handſome preſent to 
appear at the approaching maſquerade. 


Antecedent to this coneluſive ſcene, and 
through the whole of the Drama, Mrs. 
Dickenſon, and Daniel James the chairman, 
were employed during the courſe of a long 
correſpondence. The former carried ſe- 
veral letters for this infatuated Iſraelite, 
ſome directed to Mrs. Gore, others to lady 
Caroline Gower, and one to a great perſon- 
age, and which is now in the poſſeſſion of 
Mr. Garſtin, the king's meſſenger. Mrs. 
Dickenſon has ſeen our heroine peruſing 
all theſe letters, and to anſwer them in four 
different hand-writing — ſhe has withal ap- 
prized the Jew, and repeatedly, of the 
fraud, but ſuch his infatuation, as to turn 

H4 a deaf 


„„ 
a deaf ear to this perſon's repreſentations, 
as well as to the remonſtrances of his own 
family. Many perſons by letters and other- 
wiſe, admoniſhed him of the deluſive at- 
tachment and the miſapplication of his mo- 
ney; and aſſured him that his dear lady 
Caroline, was that yery woman who lived 
with Daniel Perreau. Yet all this availed 
nothing: for Mordecai was indeed a Jew. 


Mrs. Dickenſon at length refuſed to be 


the bearer of any more letters from our 
| heroine to this plundered old dotard; at 
the ſame time taking the liberty to aſſert 
that it was a wicked and villainous correſ- 
pondence, and ought to be expoſed to the 
world, For the laſt letter which ſhe 


brought from the Iſraclite, our heroine gave 


this woman to peruſe, and which contain- 
ed a bank note of twenty pounds, with 
theſe remarkable expreſſions “As he 
had not fifty pounds he could not ſend 
c jt, but ſent the encloſed, and as it was 
« his all, he hoped ſhe would not fail to 
„ meet him.” One anecdote more, and 

we 


we 
ate 


1E I 
we ſhall diſmiſs this amorous and infatu- 
ated ſon of Iſrael. 


Soon after this deluded man became a 
bankrupt, he met our heroine by accident 
at a certain houſe, and challenged an ac- 
quaintance, and which was poſitively de- 
nied, He then traced her home to Pall 
Mall Court, and obtained admiſſion; but 
on aſking, if ſhe was not his dear lady Ca- 
roline, he was upbraided in the moſt oppro- 
brious terms for his impertinence ; and aſ- 
ſured that ſhe had never ſeen him before 
with her eyes. But ſtop, ſays the artful 
{yren, perhaps you are that old villain who 
ruined my ſiſter, and who is the very pic- 
ture of me. You merit the ſevereſt pu- 
niſhment for your infamy, and no expence 
ſhall be ſpared to bring you to the tribunal 
of criminal juſtice. She then rung the 
bell, and ordered the ſervants to carry the 
old raſcal before a magiſtrate. 


Oh Mordecai, Mordecai] how ſevere thy | 
fate! and how ungratefu] the return for 
all the fond endearments, and the con- 

„ ſumption 


1 
ſumption of ſo many thouſands! may eve- 
ry credulous dotard experience a ſimilar 
treatment! and may every dupe to the de- 
ſigns of a vicious, artful, and abandoned 
courtezan, meet with that cataſtrophe, 
which his own credulity ſhall merit ! 


2 
£8 
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M RS. Rudd and her advocates have 
boldly denied an expenſive ſtile of life in 
Pall Mall Court, and would fain perſuade 
the public of the utmoſt frugality exer- 
ciſed there for the ſpace of four years — 
But this barefaced afſertion is totally re- 
pugnant to the principles both of truth and 
juſtice. For the period alluded to, was 
the ſeaſon of extravagant folly and mad 
expence, of ſcenes of iniquity and diſſipa- 
ton. | 


There are many reaſons to believe, 
that Perreau was a favourite, and held for 
a time full poſſeſſion of our heroine's heart 
— ſhe ſaw him, and at the firſt ſight felt 
an efteem for him, and having found 
where his peculiar foibles lay, ſhe reſolved 
to attack him on his weak fide. Daniel 
was particularly fond of dreſs, and great- 

ly 


1 


ly admired the elegance and external ac- 
compliſhments of a female. She therefore 


dreſſed according to his taſte, flattered his 


judgment, treated him in the moſt ele- 
gant and coſtly manner, and furniſhed 
out her tables with a luxury equal to a 
peereſs. 


Infatuated for a long time by a courſe 
of continual gaiety, at length private re- 


flection interrupted his mind at intervals; 


and he began to remonſtrate againſt hav- 
ing ſuch and ſuch a thing, becauſe juſt 
come in ſeaſon, and exceedingly dear. So 
much the better, ſays our heroine, and 
that is my motive for ordering it, and to 
enable me the more effectually to diſplay 
taſte and elegance. Let the female that 
enforced this doctrine, bluſn at the re- 
membrance — ſhe can merit noting NOW 
but pitiable contempt. 


Whenever an entertainment was made 


for ſome accidental friends or acquain- 


| tance, every thing bore the appearance of 


unbounded extravagance and imprudence. 
| At 


. ec row: wc. wa a. 


E 

At one of theſe convival meetings, our he- 
roine aſked a gueſt how he liked her dreſs 
and the entertainment. To which he far- 
caſtically replied, that every thing was 
very gay, only too much ſo, and too ma- 
ny diſhes for ſo ſmall a company; that 
ſhe was too generous and bountiful a la- 
dy ; that for his part, he liked nothing to 
exceſs; he loved natural ſimplicity, if it 
was as deformed as his face, which had 
been roughly handled by the ſmall pox. 
The bountiful lady was by no means plea(- 
ed with this honeſt reply, and determined 
to exert all her abilities to preclude him 
from ever having the honour of coming to 
her houſe again. 
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However, Daniel felt the poignancy 
and truth of the remark, and indulged. 
himſelf at intervals, with the bitterneſs of 
reflection; was convinced of his own fol- 
ly and deſperate ſituation ; would appear 
dejected, and throw himſelf on the Sopha, 
in a deſponding attitude; and has been 
often heard to exclaim in the preſence of 
his ſervants, and with eyes brirgful of tears 

9 
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— my dear Caroline, this will never do. But 
the artful lady knew how to ſooth his an- 
guiſh and to diſpel his momentary fears. 
The devoted victim was bound in chains 
of ſlavery, and could not extricate him- 
ſelf from the moſt diabolical ſnares. 


Dreſs, and the utmoſt diſſipation. were 
now to be ſeen; and whenever her lady- 
ſhip went abroad, it was with all the airs 
of grandeur, and in the moſt ſplendid man- 
ner. No real lady in the land aſſumed a 

greater ſhew of conſequence and impor- 
tance, The richeſt dreſſes were purchaſ- 
ed — new and ſuperb jewels were bought 
— an elegant ſide-board of plate, and eve- 
ry thing that was new and faſhionable in 
furniture ſent for — ſo that her manſion 
was decorated with a coſtlineſs, and every 
object around her beſpoke the pride and 
grandeur of an eaſtern princeſs. 


But it is now * pretty well aſcertained, 
whether theſe coſtly ornaments were ex- 
LP ttorted 
* Vide the Appendix. = 


k 
torted from the plundered Iſraelite; or 
purchaſed with the money ariſing from 
thoſe capital forgeries on the worthy and 
unſuſpicious friends of the Apothecary. It 
is truly aſtoniſhing, and almoſt incon- 
ceivable, how any perſons ſhould be able 
to live in this expenſive manner for a length 
of time; or have the impudence to ſubſiſt 
on the plunder of the public, and the pro- 
perty of individuals! — it was at this gay 
and expenſive period, that our heroine 
wrote to ſeveral friends, of ſome ideal ho- 
nours to be ſpeedily conferred on herſelf 
and Daniel. Her ſtyle was truly roman- 
tic, and the contents worthy the genius 
of the author. The language, if we can 
copy a * ſpecimen, was to this effect. 


«© That ſhe was wholly engaged in the 
buſtle of preparations for the drawing- 
room ceremony. That the cloaths for this 
purpoſe, if her own report may be credit- 

ed, were to be elegant and expenſive. The 
Jewels not only handſome but magnificent 
— valued 


From Mrs, Rudd's letter to Miſs Perreau, at 
Carmarthen, ee 
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— valued at four thouſand pounds, and a 
necklace, one row of brilliants which coſt 
a thouſand.” Oh rare Mordecai! from 
whence came theſe ſuperb trophies ? 


This daughter of falſhood expatiated . 


withal on viſits from many illuſtrious fa- 
milies, who never knew her even by name; 
and of viſionary hononrs to which ſhe was 
entitled by birth and nature, and what her 
education inſpired an ambition to claim. 
Hence, © lady Perreau's chair and ſer- 
vants! — are ready — but her ladyſhip 
ſitting ſtill, and affecting not to hear the 
joyous ſound, till an hundred eyes are in 
ſearch to ſee her ladyſhip. Then getting 
up with an air of eaſy elegance and accuſ- 
tomed grandeur, ſhe leaves the wondering 
croud in admiration of her perſon, dreſs, 
and jewels and ſome kindred Lord, 
with a ſtar and garter, takes her lady- 
ſhip by the hand.” 


Ridiculous 


The fame letter to Miſs Perreau, 
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Ridiculous nonſenſe — and the effuſi- 


ons of a heart the moſt depraved, and flow- 
from the moſt impudent and aban- 


doned Proſtitute! 
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P ROBABLV there never happened with- 
in the memory of man ſuch capital for- 
geries, or ſo ſucceſsfully carried on for a 
length of time, as thoſe committed by Mrs. 
Rudd and her colleagues. Such atrocious 
offences are big with the moſt ruinous 
| conſequences to ſociety, and fatal to the 
intereſts of a commercial people. The pro- 
fitable profeſſion, as well as the extenſive 
connections of the apothecary precluded 
every ſuſpicion of fraud or deſign on a 
circle of very reſpectable * friends and 
valuable acquaintance: and his credit 
gave currency to the moſt iniquitous plan 
of deception. If he was privy to ſo 
complicated a ſcene of villainy, as too 

| __ evidently 


* Sir Thomas Frankland, Dr. Crane, Dr. Brooke, 
Mr. Milles — and others. 
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evidently appears to be the caſe, the more 
unpardonable his conduct; and that debt 
which has ſince been paid to nature, was 
merited and juſt. 


But our heroine with her uſual effron- 
tery and falſhood, * has endeavoured to 


impoſe on the public, and to perſuade 


mankind that herſelf and Daniel never 
benefited by the forgeries, nor applied 
any of the money to their ſeparate uſe 


and purpoſes, except the four thouſands 


pounds for the houſe in Harley ftreet. 
This and much more is eaſily ſaid, though 
totally repugnant to every principle of 


truth and honeſty. 


In direct contradiction to ſo extraordi- 
nary an aſſertion and this creature's vera- 
city, it appears from her own manuſcripts 
preſerved at the houſe in Harley ſtreet, 


that the domeſtic expences from July 


1773, to the month of June enſuing, ex- 


ceeded three thouſand five hundred pounds 


_ 


In her Letter to Lord Weymouth. 
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an enormous and ſhameful ſum for 


the ſupport of a common proſtitute and 
A noted /windler / 


This ſum would have been fufficient 
for ſo ſhort a ſpace of time to defray the 
domeſtic expences of a family of real for- 
tune and opulence. How then can it be 
pretended, that on the ſticteſt examina- 
tion, Mrs. Rudd and Daniel hved with 
the utmoſt frugality ? Several articles of 


wanton folly and mad extravagance, co- 


pied even from her own minutes, and 


inſerted in the Appendix, * e- 
vince the contrary. 


It was by no means conſiſtent with the 
line of prudence or decency, that perſons 
in their ſituation ſhould figure in high 
life, entertain in the moſt elegant manner, 
purchaſe a capital houſe, with all the ne- 
ceſlary appendages, without any real pro- 
perty or viſible means of ſubſiſtence. Had 
they been capable of any reflection, they 

would 


Fun 1 | 
would have concluded that a day of reck- 
oning mult come. 


It was inconſiſtent with the principles of 
common ſenſe that a perſon of Daniel's 
late bankruptcy and forfeited reputation, 
ſhould acquieſce in 'a belief of being 
eſtabliſhed in the banking buſineſs, be 
entitled to the dignity of a baronet, and 
a ſeat in parliament, through the intereſt 
and benevolence of benefactors whom he 


never knew but by name. 


It is irreconcilable with the notions of 
honour or honeſty, that the apothecary 
ſhould lend his credit to raiſe ſuch capi- 
tal ſums of money on bonds, without pre- 
viouſly purſuing the neceſſary ſteps, and 
with very little trouble, in order to be 
ſatisfied of their authenticity. He knew 
the real character of the principal, the 
terms on which ſhe lived with his brother, 
and had ſufficient motives from a reflec- 
tion on her conduct, to ſuſpect her ho- 
neſty and veracity. It was therefore a 
weak, if not a wicked part implicitly to 
negociate 
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negociate bonds on the credit, or pre- 
ſumption of a profligate woman's inti- 
macy with atrial friends; and it is indeed 
a fiction too hazardous even for romance, 


were the public ignorant of the ſeveral 


apologies offered by the parties concern- 
. : 


To ſpeak tenderly, theſe tutored vil- 
lains were grown deſperate in their ap- 
plication to their deareſt acquaintance for 
money, and by the heinouſneſs of their 
impoſitions. However, we will charita- 
bly ſuppoſe that they were conducted to 
ſuch dangerous extremities through every 
ſtage of gradual hypocriſy, and by the 
craft of a woman and did not perceive 
their danger or error, till it was too late 
to retreat. This is the voice of probabi- 
lity, tho' it may not be that of fact. One 
anecdote, ſoon after the commencement 
of an acquaintance with our heroine, 
ſeems ſtrongly to plead in their favour, 
and that they were artfully impoſed upon 
with regard to the friendſhip and inti- 
macy fubſiſting between her and Mr. Wil- 


ham. 


deſired effect. To convince Daniel and 


185 J 
ham Adair. It is probable that the bro- 
thers on a time had interrogated Mrs. 
Rudd about the particulars of the con- 


nection with the Adair family, or at 


leaſt doubted the reality of ſuch intimacy 
and obligations. To obviate every ſuſ- 
picion on this head, ſhe immediately 


plan'd the following ſcheme : 


Having learned by her emiſſaries that 


Mr. W. Adair was gone into the country 
for ſome time, ſhe called one day and 


prevailed on the - ſervant maid, in the 
abſence of the maſter, to let her look at 
ſome pictures. After admiring the ele- 
gance of the houſe, ſhe told the ſervant 


that there was a new one building for 


herſelf ; and would beg the favour of cal- 


ling again to examine more particularly 


her maſter's houſe, as a model for finiſh- 
ing her own ; and made the ſervant ſome 


compenſation for her trouble and oblig- 


ing compliance. This viſit promiſed the 


his 


* Rachel Swan, then ſervant at Mr. William 
Adair's. | 
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his brother, that their ſuſpicions were en- 


tirely groundleſs, and that ſhe had ac- 


ceſs to a certain houſe whenever neceſſary 
or agreeable, ſhe then apprized them of 
going there immediately on bu/ine/s, and 
with a bond. 5 


They watched — ſaw her get admiſſion, 
ſtay a conſiderable time, and were—con- 
vinced. This circumſtance is not men- 
tioned to exculpate the Perreaus; but to 
prove the conſummate craft of the moſt 
artful woman that ever exiſted. 


LETTER 
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L ET T N XL 


MAD AM, 


Yoon after the detection of the for- 
geries, when the brothers were in priſon, 
and the principal at large on ſlender bail, 
Mrs. Rudd wrote letters to ſeveral per- 
ſons, and replete with malevolence, ſcur- 
rility and abuſe. That all our aſſertions 
may prove authentic, we have hitherto 


been guided by poſitive facts and the evi- 


dence of living witneſſes; and for this pur- 
poſe think it not improper in the follow- 
ing letters to produce a few ſpecimens of 
our heroine's chaſte mode of writing, and 
faithfully extracted from ſome of her own 
manuſcripts now with the editor. 


This method will more effectually diſ- 
play an uncommon malignity of diſpoſi- 
tion, and the daring effrontery of a — 
woman: and as P—-r—a the Jew is now 

Vo“. II. 1 ſoliciting 


1 
ſoliciting a ſubſcription for our heroine, 
who is employed in writing her own hiſ- 
tory, and which, no doubt, will be very 
authentic; ſuch ſpecimens of her compo- 
| ſition and animated language, as we are 
enabled to preſent to the public, may 
probably conduce to promote the ſale of 
that genuine hiſtory publiſhed by herſelf, 
againſt next ſeſſion of parliament. 


At that gloomy period, when the lives 
of two unfortunate brothers were at ſtake, 
Mrs. Rudd with her uſual compoſure wrote 
a ſingular epiftle to the ſiſter with this 
extraordinary poſtſcript : © As its cuſto- 
mary to hand all my writing to lawyers, 
you may ſhew this if you pleaſe. I am 
neither afraid nor aſhamed of any thing 
I do, tay, or write.” Theſe are very 
bold and barefaccd aſſertions indeed! 


Having artfully entrenched herſelf with- 
in ſome punctilios or quibble of law, and 
apprehending that her own fituation was 
perfectly ſafe, it was a matter of indif- 
ference to the mother what ſhe wrote or 
ſwore 
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ſwore againſt the father of three unoffend- 

ing infants. As the contents of the letter 

alluded to, exhibit a cruel and tyranical 

temper, we ſhall without further ceremo- 

ny give ſuch paſſages as appear moſt in- 
tereſting to our plan. 


<« Your joining the reſt of your family 
in invectives and pointed malice againſt 
me, I attribute more to their influence 
than your own natural diſpoſition or un- 
biaſſed ſentiments; and believe, that if a 
Perreau can poſſeſs a ſentiment of nature 

and juſtice, it is you who do (in this ob- 
| ſervation I alſo include your ſiſter Heſter) ; 
but my mind is too much engroſſed by 
your unfortunate brother's ſituation to 
leave calmneſs for argument or altercati- 
on. The purport of this is to aſſure you, 
tho? I have a deep and true ſenſe of the 
innumerable wrongs he has done me, that 
I have no reſentment, and, wiſh to do 
every thing in my power that's conſiſtent 
with my own juftification and character to 
ſerve, and if poſſible to ſave him as the 
father of my children. 


I 2 


« But. 
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Hut to the material buſineſs — the 
fatal infatuation which I preſume firſt in- 
duced. him to conſpire againſt me, ſeems 


ſtill to govern his conduct, and inſtead of. 
ſhewing a proper contrition for the injuries 


he has done me and his infants — he per- 
ſiſts in adding falſities and in aiming, by 
new ſtratagems, to further wrong me. 


Let him reflect, his preſent ſtate requires 
it greatly; let him aiſcover the whole 


truth, tell how and .why he was prevailed 
upon by Dagge and Robert to attempt to 
ſacrifice me to an ignominious death, and 


diſown me for his wife, baſtardize and 


beggar his children. 


“Let him teftify by acknowledging 


the duty and virtues I ſtrictly practiſed as 


his wife towards him, and the real amia- 
bleneſs of my diſpoſition and conduct — 
how cruelly, how undeſervedly I have 
been treated, and I will then have faith 
in him again, which will probably and 
moſt efſentially ſerve him. Let him look 
this over, conſider it well, and if he choo/es 
to relent and apologize for his horrid be- 
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haviour to me, there is nothing con ſſtent 
with juice, but what I will immediately 
do to aid him. 


« As to the children, after the trial I 
ſhall take all of them to myſelf. I deſire no 


one of his race to do any thing for a child 


of mine. The glaring partiality he ſhew- 


ed Suſan, in placing her (in preference of 


the two younger and more helpleſs) with 


Mrs. Jacques, has not eſcaped my notice. 


Poor Stewart and Caroline was more like 
their mother; of courſe a workhouſe was 
allotted them, a priſon and death her. 


« ] beg you'll tell him that I would ſee 


them periſh for want, ſtarve or beg with 
them myſelf, before J would let them en- 
| joy affluence and happy proſpects with or 
from any of the name or blood of Perreau, 
which from henceforth I'll teach them to 


curſe and abhor; and may the vengeance 
of Heaven (you and Heſter excepted) at- 


tend the whole race and name, and recoil 


on them with tenfold miſery and reproach ! 
If you have any terms from your 
Th brother 


— 
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brother Daniel to offer me, conſiſtent 
with what I have ſpecified, either ſend or 
come yourſelf to Miſs Temple, at No. 
264. near Turnſtile, Holborn.” 


The candid and intelligent reader will 
eaſily perceive the drift of this artful let- 
ter, and ſpare us the trouble of making 
comments on the amiableneſs of conduct 
and diſpoſition —on the writer's boaſted 
virtues and duty. A woman who had 
ſworn away the life of the father, may 
be allowed to talk at any rate of injuries 
done to herſelf ; of baſtardizing innocent 


children whom the ſuppoſed father could 


by no means render legitimate or ex- 
patiate on the fidelity of a wife, while 
ſhe herſelf was trading with every credu- 
lous * for her purpoſe. | 
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mitted againſt the laws of the land, the 


property of individuals, and the inteteſts 


of a commercial people —— When the 
forgery was acknowledged by the volun- 
tary confeſſion as well as confirmed by an 


immediate act of the principal — it is 
ſomewhat myſterious why /ome perſons 


ſhould read on the affair, or acquieſce with 
ocular demonſtration of the principals 
dexterity in the execution of ſignatures . 
It is no lefs ſtrange, how others ſhould not 
Join to proſecute and puniſh an offender, 
who had ſo often proſtituted their names 


for the perpetration of ſuch horrid deeds, 


and the moſt iniquitous plan of fraud and 


deception. 
| oo | We 


. Alluding how readily dh Rudd imitated the 
forgery. 


I 194 J 
We will not pretend to arraign the 
conduct of individuals, or to account | 
for their acquieſcence on ſo alarming an 
occaſion: though the public ſeem to be | 


rather puzzled at ſuch unprecedented in- 
ſtances of ſupineneſs, inaQtivity or con- 
nivance. The perſon or perſons who com- 
pound matters of felony, are in the eye of 
the law, equally culpable with the perpe- 
trators themſelves; and are juſtly charge- 
able with the ſubſequent evils reſulting to 
ſociety thro' the ſame' channel, and from : 
falſe clemency and indulgence. 1 
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It has been the boaſt of an abandoned N 
woman, as well as the buſineſs of her emiſ- 
ſaries, to abuſe a worthy baronet for the i 
active part he took, and the great expense 
which he has been at, in bringing a gang 
of the moſt notorious ſwindlers that ever 
diſgraced ſociety, to the tribunal of cri- ; 
minal juſtice. Such ſervices, and ſuch an 5 
inſtance of public ſpirit in any other coun- 
try, would merit the thanks of mankind, 
and be entitled to the approbation and gra- 


titude of the whole community. 
As 
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As to the impertinence of practitioners 
at the Old Bailey, they merely exiſt by 
chicane, and the adoption of the moſt il- 
liberal expreſſions; and would certainly 
meet with hat chaſtiſement due to their 
inſolence, were they to adopt the ſame. 
licentiouſneſs in any other place. 


The impertinent publication of Cum- 
mying keeper of the Lyon Records in Scot- 
land, has been noticed in the third letter; 
and is too contemptible to merit further 
animadverſion: we are only ſorry that an 
office, inſtituted for diſtributing . honours, 
ſhould be diſbonoured by any of its mem- 
bers diſtributing /currility We wilt 
not deny his being a proper companion to 
the great friends and relations of Mrs; 
Rudd, in Scotland, but regret his con- 
cealing their names, or bonourable employ- 


ments — as for his own character, and ſo 


much boaſted rectitude of conduct, we re 
fer to Dr. John Roebuck, F. R. S. whoſe 
ſervant he lately was at the Carron _— | 
near Glaſgow. 1 

15 There 
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There is another perſon equally violent — 
and intemperate, as well as prodigal of r 
fcurrilous abuſe ; but whom we muſt treat 1 


uith more lenity, and with that regard 

due to the delicacy of the ſex, tho' ſhe her- 
ſelf has certainly loft all ſenſe of delicacy 
or decency of manners. Mrs Rudd, in a 
letter to Dr. Brooke, and now with the 
editor, makes uſe of theſe bold and art- 
ful expreſſions. 


I pray, I entreat you, to liſten ? 7 
to the dictates of your own humane mind. : 
Do not, Oh, don't ſuffer the ſpecious : 

artful arguments of that inhumane mon. © 
ſter, Sir Thomas Frankland, to biaſs your 

better judgment. I know he ſtrongly {| 
urges you to proſecute. Blood, blood 
or money will alone gratify his Shylock 
ſoul and inſatiable avarice; he has no- 
thing human but his form, for his heart 
and conduct is ſavage and brutal to ex- 
ceſs. On my knees J fervently beſeech 
your compaſſion and your attention to 
my requeſt, If there is aught in my 
FO | power, 
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power, whereby I can make you a full 
reſtitution of what _ yet be n 


* 


I am ready to do it“ 
Signed! M. C. Rudd. 


LETTER. 
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LET T E R XXXIII. 


MAD AM, 


1 T was expedient to cloſe the laſt with 
an abſtract from one of our heroine's ma- 
nuſcripts, purpoſely given as a ſpecimen of 
her chaſte mode of writing, and to con- 
vince mankind how well verſed a lady of 
delicate feelings may be in the rhetoric and 
language of Billingſgate. It will likewiſe 
ſerve to demonſtrate, how an artful ſyren 
endeavoured to work on a gentleman's 
feelings, to overlook the puniſhment due 
to capital offences, and to ſtop the admi- 
niſtration of criminal juſtice. | 


The letter alluded, to was wrote previ- 


ous to the trial of the Perreaus ; and there 


is no other way of accounting for the con- 
tents, or why an impudent proſtitute ſhould 
aſſume the liberty of calumniating people 
of rank, family and fortune, in fo unme- 

rited 
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rited a manner, but to indulge tlie natural 
malignity of her own diſpoſition. 


The perſon, who has the honour of be- 
ing more immediately the object of ſuch 
illiberal language and abuſe, was certainly 
an entire ſtranger to our heroine and her 
nominal huſband; and had never given 
the leaſt offence or umbrage to either. He 
had indeed been a great friend to Robert 
Perreau had employed him as apo- 
thecary for ſeventeen years, and withal had 
the goodneſs to recommend him to buſi- 

neſs in many reſpectable families. But in 

grateful return for ſo many inſtances of 

friendſhip and benevolence, this very apo- 
thecary repeatedly applied to his benefac- 
5 tor for capital ſums of money on forged 
bonds, and wlich were > fabricated "0 our 
8 heroine. 
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The plauſible ſtories and glaring fall 
hoods, which the apothecary made uſe of, 
in order to impoſe on his friends, and to 

raiſe money for the alley and other iniqui- 
tous * are indelible proofs of his vil. 
lainy 
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lainy and duplicity. His credit in a pro- 
fitable profeſſion, as well as very genteel 
connexions, precluded every ſuſpicion of 
fraud or impoſition on a circle of valuable 
acquaintance. Hence, they always wiſhed 
to ſerve him ; and had not the leaſt appre- 
henſion of the horrid ſchemes in agitation 
to injure both themſelves and families. 


-Perſons of honour and integrity conſider 
the reſt of their fellow creatures as acting 
from motives of virtue.; and feldom ap- 


prehend any evil deſign till guilt and vil- 


lainy tranſpire. — Yet daily experience teſ- 
tifies, that human policy in theſe licentious 
times cannot ſecure the moſt virtuous a- 
gainſt the wiles of ſharpers, who are con- 
tinually going about ſeeking whom they 
can defraud or devour. Nor can inno- 
cence or public ſervices plead exemption 
againſt virulent aſperſions from n. and 
ns A Ee e Ole tie | -— 


F 4" PIN the * 20 * of this country 
| may be too rigorous in fome inſtances, 
and __ offences of a neceſſitous com- 

Plexion. 


times capital ſums 
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plexion. But when ſo capital a crime as 
that of forgery is publicly detected, it be- 
comes the duty of every honeſt member 
of ſociety to bring the culprits to the txi- 
bunal-of criminal juſtice. Whoever ac- 
quieſces in ſuch caſes from motives of le- 
nity, or for want of public ſpirit, is a tray- 
tor to the laws of his country, an enemy 
to the community and to the intereſt of 
individuals. 


As ſoon as the affair of the Perreaus was 
blown, and a train of capital forgeries 
publicly diſcovered, and in which the ba- 
ronet's property was materially affected 
—it was natural for him, and for every 


perſon of common ſenſe to purſue legal 
meaſures to recover their property. Sir 
Thomas Frankland did nothing more — 


he acted on the ſtrict principles of honour 
and juſtice. He had advanced at different 
common intereſt, 
and ſome w ny intereſt at all, in 
order to oblige and accommodate his apo- 
thecary on preſſing applications, and whom 
he then thought an honeſt man, w 


For 
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For this benevolent conduct he has been 

blamed and abuſed; but with how little 

propriety the candid reader may judge 

from the Appendix. Yet for ſuch wrongs 

and acts of injuſtice done to himſelf and 

family, a very reſpectable character muſt 

+ be abuſed at any rate by an impudent 

proſtitute, and myriads of volunteers en- 
liſted in the ſervice of a ſcandalous cauſe. 
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1 HE ſeveral inſtances adduced of con- 
ſummate craft and ſubtlety, of gradual hy- 


pocriſy, and the baſeſt falſhoods fabricated 


by a woman— the various impoſitions ſuc- 


ceſsfully practiſed on perſons of every age 


and complexion, and the ſubſequent train 
of miſeries entailed on many innocent fa- 
milies — are the diſtinguiſhing character- 


iſtics of an unbluſbing female. 


Though there cannot a doubt remain 
with the unprej udiced part of mankind, but 
that our heroine has been the ruin of many 
individuals; yet myriads of deluded advo- 
cates would ſtill inſinuate the contrary, and 
that a profligate woman acted on the ſtrict 
principles of duty and parental affection 
— that her misfortunes are not merely 


ideal; and that the devoted infants remain - 
a melan- 
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1 
a melancholy example of their plundered 
mother — Ridiculous nonſenſe! 


| Theſe volunteers in the ſervice of a bad 

cauſe, further ſuggeſt, that the public may 
well allow the immaculate fidelity of that 
character, which the voice of envy or ma- 
levolence cannot contradict. There is no 
bearing ſuch bare-faced aſſertions and wild 
inſinuations, ſo inconſiſtent with the line 
of truth, and a long chain of poſitive facts 
hut theſe inſinuations are eaſily refuted. 


For it is well known to many people of 
credit and veracity, that ever ſince the ac- 
quaintance commenced with Daniel Per- 
reau, this lady of immaculate fidelity had 
clandeſtine interviews and connexions with 
ſeveral perſons both young and old; and 
even with ſome at the connivance of her 
nominal protector — Whenever a ſtate of 
pregnancy was announced, the o/d woman 
as the credulous Iſraelite was ludicrouſly 
chriſtened, was made to believe that he was 
the father, and obliged to make ſplendid 
preparations for each joyful event — not 


only 
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only for the birth of the firſt born, as men- 
tioned in a preceding letter, but for all the 
ſpurious offspring. 


The innocent infants are certainly ob- 
jects of charity and compaſſion ; and it is 
devoutly hoped that providence will prove 
their beſt friend, remove them from the 
contagion of a bad example, and by no 
means lay to their charge the manifold 


fins of the mother! But how the mother 
ſhould be plundered, who always exiſted on 


the plunder of individuals, and the dilapi- 
dations of the public — is a ſoleciſm in- 
deed ! ms 


If the ſuppoſed father was of a gay and 
an ambitious turn; fond of dreſs, and a 
ſplendid mode of living; yet he muſt be 
deſtitute of the feelings of a parent, as well 
as totally blind to his own intereſt, to per- 
mit ſuch ſcenes of grandeur, diſſipation, 
and extravagance at his own peril. It was 
impoſſible to expect that their mode of liv- 
ing ſhould be ſo ſupported, whatever might 
be the benevolence of unknown benefac- 

| tors, 
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tors, and the donations from aerial friends; 
or that ſuch benefactions ſhould be conti- 
nued for ever. 


Upon the whole, this nominal protector 
was an ambiguous character, if we may 


credit his biographer. In one place ſhe 


acknowledges his love, his fidelity, his 
. goodneſs to herſelf and little ones. Never 
father was fonder of his children, nor could 
any man behave better to woman than he 
did — Theſe are recommending and very 
endearing qualities. 


But when the very ſame individual had 
paid the debt of nature and to juſtice, how 
different the portrait ! = how ſevere the 
ſentiments and language! — © To trace 
the profligacy of Daniel Perreau's charac- 
ter, would be to purſue a path, terrifying 
m the commencement, dreary in the pro- 
ſecution, and deſtructive in the end 
For the peace of his cotemporary age, for 
the boaſt of human nature, let us ſup- 


poſe no ſuch character to have ever ex- 
iſted, 


: LL a7 7] | 
iſted, whoſe happieſt monument muſt be 
his eternal abſcurity.” 


How are the public to believe theſe ac- 
counts, or to reconcile ſuch.contradictions 
of the ſame perſon and by the ſame bio- 
grapher? — Surely, the author of ſuch 
inconſiſtencies muſt be the moſt abandon- 
ed character that ever diſgraced ſociety, 


and the moſt extraordinary phenamenon 
that appeared in human nature 


We will ſuppoſe for a moment, that an 
infatuated affection had obſcured every 
ſpark of diſcernment, and precluded Per- 
reau's judgment from perceiving the groſſ- 


eſt faults, tho' openly expaſed to view. 


That his credulity made him a dupe to 
every artifice, and his endeavours to re- 


tain an excluſive property, allowed him 


to indulge an artful proſtitute in every ex- 
travagant deſire. As her ambition in- 
creaſed, ſo did the expences neceſſary to 
ſupport it; and hence an unthinking indi- 
vidual was prevailed upon to purchaſe a 
large houſe, and to furniſh it in a man- 

ner 
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ner ſufficiently elegant for the reception 


of a peereſs. There the moſt heavy ex- 
pences were incurred, and illegal methods 
wickedly purſued, and which cloſed in ſuch 
a fatal cataſtrophe. 


Still a deſtructive ſyren was the cauſe 
— whoſe complexion being exceedingly 
pale, no arts were ſpared to give it every 
aſhſtance, and to impoſe a colour which 
nature had denied. Hence, rouge, car- 
mine, and perfumes in abundance: and it 
is a fact that when bank notes were in plen- 
ty, an extravagant woman would ſome- 
times apply them for the moſt ridiculous 
purpoſes. Some rouge was once folded up 
in one of ſeventy pounds, and careleſly 
flung behind the fire, and which the ho- 
neſty of a ſervant reſtored to an ungrate- 
ful miſtreſs. 


 -_ 


% 


Several anecdotes of a fimilar nature 


might be produced. But for the credit 
of human nature, and the peace of indivi- 


duals, let us ſincerely hope that ſuch an 
abandoned 


1 
Is 
oy 55 
3 
Ra 
8 
3 
= IR 

3 
_ 
EY: 

. 

— 

28 

5 
Kt 
8 
E 
8 
5 

«MF 85 

ob 
& 
BY 


x 


—— — ——— — 
— a Ea — —— 
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abandoned woman may never exiſt again, 
to diſturb the intereſts of ſociety, and to 
diſgrace the annals of this or any other 
country on the face of the globe! 
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IL. E 1 . 


MAD AM, 


| II may be expected before we diſmiſs 
an abandoned character, that we ſhould 
point out the many females who owe their 
ruin as well as ſeduction from the paths of 
virtue to an unfortunate acquaintance 


with the infamous Mrs. Rudd. There are 
ſeveral very intereſting conſiderations a- 


gainſt complying with ſuch an expectati- 
on. To be explicit on this point, would 
prove highly cruel and impolitic, incon- 
ſiſtent with the principles of humanity and 
the benevolent ſpirit of Chriſtianity. 


For many of thoſe young creatures, who 
were ſeduced by the arts of our heroine, 


have ſeen the folly and the error of their 


ways, have retrieved the falſe ſtep in time, 
and are now reclaimed to the paths of ho- 
neſty 
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neſty and virtuous induſtry. To expati- 
ate on the various ſchemes artfully con- 
trived to trapan innocence, is a diſagree- 
able ſubject, and always to be waved, 
when it can be done with propriety. May 
the peace of families remain undiſturbed! 


— and may individuals enjoy a fortunate 


ignorance?! 1 


It is painful for a benevolent mind to 
reflect on the gloomy ſituation of /ome, and 
the infatuation of others — who by their 
own miſconduct, or the ſolicitations of an 


artful acquaintance, have reduced them- 


ſelves to a more deplorable condition than 
that of the beaſts which periſh. Folly 
ſeems 10 be the lot of humanity, whether 
it ariſes in the flowery paths of pleaſure, 


or from the gratification of irregular paſſi- 


ons and criminal purſuits. 


It is certain that our heroine has no 
notion of any moral duty or religious ob- 


ligation, and never acted on commendable | 


principles. She has always led a mere. 
VOL K animal 
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animal life, like the brute creation, and 
like them will one day make a ſimilar exit. 
Whether the vital principle which now 
actuates a frail and periſhable frame 
will be amenable to a future tribunal, for 

a ſeries of iniquitous tranſactions, and 


1 by one in the ſnape of a wo- 


man — is an enquiry of too ſerious a na- 
ture for a lady of delicate feelings. A per- 


ſon endowed with a /ublimity of ſoul added 


to a refinement of ſentiment, could never 
bear the intruſion of ſuch vulgar reflecti- 
ons as theſe. She has long ago adopted 
the Epicurean motto Let us cheat 
and be merry, for to-morrow will be as 
to-day.” | 


The antients with peculiar beauty have 
ſomewhere deſcribed Love under the ap- 
pearance of a beautiful infant, tranſport- 
ed with virtuous and juvenile amuſements; 
very delicate and tender; a ſtranger to 
fraud and miſchief, injuſtice or remorſe 
— iis pleaſures gentle and innocent. 


They have given a repreſentation of 


another paſſion too groſs to be mentioned: 
but 


DEE 


tut 
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or 
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live 


L 
but which according to the faſhion and 
uſage of modern times, may not impro- 
perly be termed Gallantry. This is re- 
preſented under the figure of a ſatyr, who 
has more of the brute than of the human 
ſpecies in his compoſition This fabu- 
lous animal is always endeavouring to gra- 
tify its appetite with the poſſeſſion of the 
object which appears moſt lovely in its 
eſtimation — A paſſion founded in injuſ- 
tice, ſupported by deceit, and attended 
by remorſe, jealouſy and contempt. Can 


ſuch a paſſion be pleaſing or ſatisfactory 


to a virtuous mind? — Such is the atten- 
dant on all promiſcuous amours or illicit 
engagements. And ſuch the ultimate 


comfort ariſing to a woman of a libidi- 


nous diſpoſition ! 


But let us change the diſmal ſcene; and 
turn to a virtuous couple, attached to each 
other by mutual affection, and who lead 
a life of mutual love. Can fancy paint, 
or imagination conceive a higher felicity, 
than the blending of their intereſts and 
lives in ſuch an union? The one has the 


K 2 pleaſure 
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_ pleaſure of giving the laſt teſtimony of his 


confidence and eſteem, and the other in 
return, commits her peace and liberty to 
his protection. Can they exchange more 
dear and affectionate pledges? 


When a couple, who entertain ſuch;ra- 


tional ſentiments, are united by indiſſo- 
luble bonds, all nature ſmiles upon them, 
and the e objects appear de- 
lightful. Such a life muſt prove infinite- 
ly more happy, as well as more voluptu- 
ous, than the moſt raviſhing and beſt 
regulated gallantry. Adieu to all illicit 
amours, and ſcenes of intrigue! may no 
wicked fiend approach to diſturb the har- 
mony of a virtuous pair, ever advancing 
and employed in rational amuſements, or 
intellectual improvements 
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MAD AM, 


+ HE life of our heroine is a paradox 
in human nature. But her whole conduct 
while connected with the Perreaus, is 
ſuch a farce as was never repreſented on 
any ſtage, and almoſt an inconſiſtency in 


human life. Impoſtors ſeldom diſpute the 


veracity of thoſe whom they wiſh to de- 
ceive, and conſequently never return diſ- 
agreeable anſwers. 


Mr. Robert Perreau the apothecary, 
knew that his brother had no fortune or 
property, notwithſtanding appearances, 
and his ſplendid manner of living ; he 
was withal no ſtranger to the character of 
Mrs. Rudd, or the terms on which ſhe 
cohabited with his brother, and yet he 

ES = coincided 
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Coincided with all their iniquitous ſchemes. 
Tpheſe circumſtances in ſome degree il- 
luſtrate their ſeveral characters. We muſt 
now bring theſe perſons on the ſcene to- 
gether, like the dramatis per ſonæ, at the 
end of the laſt act. 


Our heroine, being an adept in every 
ſpecies of iniquity and deception, puffed 
her great connexions with aerial friends, 
produced viſiting cards from many illuſ- 
trious perſonages whom ſhe never knew 
but by name; and ſometimes carried 
home comfortable ſums extorted from 
amorous dotards. In proportion to the 
loſſes incurred in the Alley, larger ſums 
were in immediate requeſt ; and her col- 
leagues were perfectly indifferent by what 
means they could be procured. Hence 
our heroine had recourſe to forge bonds in 
order tc; raiſe large ſums on the credit of 
xeſponſible perſons, and to plunder ho- 
neſt individuals of their property. 


Daniel 
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Daniel Perreau was known to be a 


fwindler, and no one would truſt him with 
any thing conſiderable on his own ſecurity. 
But he lived for years like a man of opu- 
lence, and fat down to dinner with as 
many ſharpers as choſe to keep him com- 
pany. His brother the apothecary was in 
genteel buſineſs, and ſuppoſed to be in a 
fair way of acquiring a fortune; yet both 
were impoſtors—both were deſperate ad- 
venturers. 


Had the caſe been otherwiſe, it would 
have been impoſſible to believe that a 
woman whom they knew to be a com- 
mon proſtitute, could by honeſt means 
procure them ſuch ſums of money; nor 
were they ignorant that all ſne had told 
them was a groſs falſhood. In ſhort, 
each of the parties ſuffered themſelves to 
be deceived, or intended to deceive the 


other. 


In all their deſperate adventures in the 
Alley, or elſewhere, they went hand in 
| K 4 kand 
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hand together; and after every charitable 
allowance for the whole of their conduct, 
it is evident that the fate which they ex- 
perienced was merited and juſt. They 
dared, indeed, in the very hour of death, 

to make a mockery of religion; and 
though conſcious of guilt, and the hei- 
nouſneſs of their impoſitions, they endea- 
voured to demonſtrate their innocence to 
the world. Thus the vengeance of hea- 
ven and of violated laws, have overtaken 
the two brothers: and here let us ſtop 
the enquiry. e 


Why Providence has permitted the 
principal in a train of capital forgeries 
to eſcape a ſimilar cataſtrophe, is not for 
human foreſight or ſagacity to determine. 
No doubt but that ſhe is reſerved for 
ſomething of a ſimilar nature. Perhaps, 
her ingenuity and diabolical genius may 
direct her to perpetrate new ſcenes of vil- 
lainy, and the ſame conſequences may 
follow. She has already been the ruin 


of many uſeful ſubjects, and proba- 
bly 


1 


bly will prove the deſtruction of ſeveral 
more. | 


In an age ſo polite and enlightened as 
the preſent, it is the faſhion with the li- 
bertines of both ſexes, to ſhake off the 
mean prejudices of nature and education. 
Our heroine has been often heard blaſ- 
phemouſly to harangue on the moſt ſeri- 
ous ſubjects; and to diſclaim every idea 
of immortality, a future ſtate, and all 
ſuch vulgar errors. However, accord- 
ing to her own creed, we would caution. 
her to conſider, that if the human race 
were created by chance, if the world 
was made by chance, and every thing elſe 
was made by chance — there may alſo» 
be an hell by chance !. 


Her hairs are now grown gray witli ini- 
quity ; and the ſmall pretenſions to beauty: 
and an elegant figure entirely vaniſhed. 
If ſhe ſhould long ſurvive, or eſcape the 
cataſtrophe of her late colleagues —it 
is highly probable that like a. certain lady, 
K 5 once 


1 me } 

once as celebrated, but of more huma- 

nity, ſhe may finiſh her life, begging for 

a morſel of bread at the end of ſome dirty 
Alley! 


APPENDIX, 


ys 


A P.T. EN EM 


1 HESE three Swindlers it is notorious 
began forging, uttering and publiſhing 
their bonds much ſooner than the editor 


can trace: For it appears by Daniel Per- 


reau's book of accounts, that before the 
firſt money borrowed of Mr. Milles the 
banker, which was on the 18th of April 


1774, ſeveral large ſums were raiſed in 


the year 1773 but how, and from 
whom, is in the womb: of time. Certain. 


it is, that Daniel Perreau, in Sept. 1773, 


was obliged, in great haſte, to quit Lon- 
don, and go over to France: and from 
Paris he immediately writes to Mrs. M. C. 
Perreau, (alias Mrs. Rudd) at Mrs. Jem- 
miſon's in Pall Mall Court, dated the 8th 
day of Sept. 177 3—— This letter is now 
with the Editor, as well as the books of 
Account: 
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« The poſt is come in, and no letter 
„ for me—what ſhall J judge of this — 
“ am really miſerable about it — a thou- 
„ ſand perplexing thoughts crowd my 
& mind, and make me wretched—what 
44] moſt fear is, that zh:ngs are not agree- 
“ able to you in London, and ſomething 
% dreadful has happened. I have not had 
« a moment's quiet fince I left Poland 
& Street, but am thrown into the utmoſt 
_ « confuſion—ſurely you will not W 
40 the worſt that could happen from me. 


What happened in Poland ſtreet is beſt 
known to Mrs. Rudd. 
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